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Abstract

Drawing upon strategic leadership theory, this study develops a theoretical model to explore the impact of
senior executives’ leadership behaviors on IS-Business strategic alignment in the context of Enterprise
Systems (ES) assimilation. In particular, organizational culture is added as a critical moderator in the
research model based on contingency theory. Empirical analysis results suggest that idealized influence
and inspirational motivation leadership behaviors are significant drivers of IS-Business strategic
alignment, which further has a positive influence on Enterprise Systems assimilation. Moreover,
flexibility-oriented culture positively moderates the relationship between strategic leadership behaviors
and IS-Business strategic alignment, while control-oriented culture negatively moderates the path
relationships. Our study contributes to the extant literature in both leadership and IS-business strategic
alignment. Thus in this study, we draw on strategic leadership as a theoretical foundation to examine the
impact of idealized influence and inspirational motivation leadership behaviors on IS-business strategic
alignment. The two leadership behaviors are selected since they are recognized as prominent
characteristics of strategic leadership, as suggested in the previous literature.
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CcO 4.58 1.01 0.34 0.47 0.41 0.918
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ID1 0.90%* 0.55 0.60 0.31 0.55 0.35
D2 0.87 ** 0.58 0.46 0.25 0.51 0.17
D3 0.89%%* 0.51 0.53 0.34 0.53 0.31
D4 0.80%* 0.43 0.52 0.37 0.41 0.28
ID5 0.84** 0.48 0.44 0.24 0.33 0.20
D6 0.85%* 0.54 0.46 0.25 0.49 0.22
IS1 0.47 0.87** 0.37 0.37 0.47 0.26
IS2 0.59 0.92*%* 0.51 0.46 0.52 0.32
1S3 0.55 0.91** 0.53 0.40 0.47 0.32
1S4 0.54 0.88%" 0.41 0.46 0.52 0.33
FO1 0.58 0.52 0.90%* 0.33 0.54 0.27
FO2 0.54 0.46 0.90%* 0.36 0.61 0.27
FO3 0.40 0.44 0.91%* 0.35 0.58 0.22
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SA2 0.51 0.53 0.58 0.49 0.94** 0.49
SA3 0.50 0.55 0.61 0.49 0.94** 0.42
AS1 0.33 0.31 0.29 0.61 0.47 0.96**
AS2 0.30 0.38 0.29 0.59 0.50 0.96%*
AS3 0.23 0.29 0.32 0.57 0.49 0.95%*
Note: **p < 0.01.
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